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Venice Eco-Fest

Venice Beach Music and Arts Eco-Festival
I. OVERVIEW

The Venice Chamber of Commerce and Earth Day Los Angeles invite you to the “Venice Eco-
Fest, Venice Beach Music and Arts Eco-Festival,” on Saturday, June 27, 2009, 10am — 6pm.
The festival will be held in the Venice Beach Plaza and Recreation area at the end of
Windward. It will include over one hundred booths, art gallery exhibit, solar sound stage,
food, and interactive children’s art/play area.

Venice Beach is the most popular tourist attraction in Los Angeles, second only to Disneyland
in Southern California. Public outreach and educational benefits will reach many thousands of
people on the world famous Venice Beach Boardwalk. Total attendance is expected to exceed
25,000 people over the course of the day.

Last year’s celebrity lineup included actor and leading Eco-Man, Ed Begley, Jr., actress
Angelica Houston and her husband, renowned sculptor Robert Graham. Council member Bill
Rosendahl, Assemblyman Ted Lieu and internationally known environmentalist John Quigley
were also present. This year Angelica Houston will be accepting the Art of Humanity Award
on behalf of Robert Graham, whose passing occurred recently.

II. FEATURES and PURPOSE

This festival will feature:

* Solar Powered Sound Stage with a full program of performers, dignitaries, celebrities,
and environmental speakers that will both attract and educate people.

* Booths representing green businesses, environmental organizations, and various
environmentally and globally oriented non-profit and educational groups.

* Food Court featuring organic and healthy foods.

* Artists from the Venice and LA area.

* Interactive Art Zone/Creative Play Area where people of all ages, focused especially
for children, will spontaneously create, play, and interact in artistic and
environmentally aware ways.

The purpose of the festival is to honor the Earth and all of life, as well as to:

* Promote solutions to global warming, such as having individuals, businesses and
communities becoming carbon neutral.

* Educate and raise awareness of the many environmental issues that affect every being
on earth.

* Raise awareness of conscious consumerism, to support socially and environmentally
responsible businesses and organizations.

* Promote the benefits of organic and healthy foods.

* Celebrate life and the arts and bring the arts to the greater public.

* Foster community unity — bringing together the diverse communities of the LA area,
especially in Venice and the Westside, under the banner of protecting the Earth.

* Showcase and support the work of our vendors, artists, and sponsors.

* Feature local businesses and organizations that are ecologically friendly.

Venice Beach provides a substantial area for the festival and flexibility in size and format of
displays that affords large public attendance and visibility, excellent media possibilities, and
connectedness to the Earth in the openness of the sky, sand and ocean.
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ITII. HISTORY OF EARTH DAY

Earth Day 1970 (April 22, 1970), founded by Senator Gaylord Nelson and Denis Hayes, led to
the creation of the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the passage of the
Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and the Endangered Species Act. Twenty years later,
Earth Day 1990 took the message of environmental solidarity to a global audience, with more
than 200 million people involved in events in 141 countries. The international groundswell
helped lead to the United Nations Earth Summit, where for the first time, the issues of human
impact on climate and biodiversity were front and center on the international stage, and
Agenda 21, the Environmental Agenda for the 21* Century was adopted unanimously by all
the nations of the world.

Earth Day Los Angeles involved nearly 100 environmental, social justice and religious groups,
in co-organizing a day of education and celebration with over 100 booths, music, speakers, and
much more, on April 22, 2000. Over 13,000 people attended the event in Exposition Park. In
April 2001 nearly 2000 students from LAUSD schools and over 30 vendors again came to
Exposition Park for a series of powerful hands-on activities to learn how clean energy and
conservation help our environment and enhance our health. In the April 19, 2002, children’s
event at Lake Balboa Park over 1000 students and over 20 vendors participated in similar
learning experience. This was repeated on April 22, 2003, in Griffith Park with over 1000
students and over 20 vendors.

Earth Day Los Angeles also was an integral part of planning the Whole Earth Festival on April
20 and 21, 2002, at Lake Balboa Park, the largest Earth Day event in the LA region with over
20,000 people attending. All events drew significant media coverage and were effective and
exciting educational experiences for the attendees.

In 2003-2008, Earth Day LA organized “Earth Day on the Promenade,” with an estimated
15,000 attendees each year. Sixty booths filled the entire three blocks of the Santa Monica
Third Street Promenade, with a stage in the center, featuring environmental speakers and
award-winning musicians. The Earth Day printed program was a popular handout, with 5,000
distributed to attendees. A series of ads in the Santa Monica Mirror during the five weeks
leading up to Earth Day (estimated readership per issue of 52,000), plus two ads in the LA
Weekly, with an estimated readership per issue of 624,000, plus full page ads in the Yogi Times
and Whole Life Times magazines created a total of over 2 million potential impressions each
year. In addition, the event was publicized with frequent PSAs on KPFK 90.7 FM, plus a
teature on KNBC-TV in 2007.

On April 22, 2008, Earth Day LA joined forces with the Wilshire Center Business Improvement
District to bring “Wilshire Center Earth Day/Car Free Day” to 20,000 festival-goers on mid-
Wilshire. Attendees were encouraged to ride their bikes, take the rail, walk, or bus to the
event for this first ever Car Free Day in Los Angeles that transformed four city blocks into a
Car Free Zone. Over 100 exhibit booths, and three Solar powered stages featured
environmental information and giveaways, speakers, celebrities, green magic, mural painting,
planting, and puppet shows for kids, and an activating musical yoga session led by Yoga
Ambassador Seane Corn. Musical performances by the Luminaries, Naked Rhythm, Chris
Pierce, and Michael Franti of Spearhead made this a most memorable celebration that
garnered media attention all day.

On June 28, 2008, Earth Day LA worked with the Venice Chamber of Commerce to present
the first “Venice Eco-Fest,” which presented to an estimated 30,000 attendees, over 100 booths,
children’s interactive music and art exhibits, and a solar-powered stage that presented quality
music and special ballet performances. Speakers included Ed Begley, Jr., Councilmember Bill
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Rosendahl, actress Angelica Houston, internationally-known activist John Quigley, and more.

The Kids’ Explor-o-Rama performers included: Ron the Singing Dino guy, Baharmony poetry
and stories for kids, the Laughing Guru, Bohemian Exchange, Brian Travis Band, and Gemini’s
Joyology for Kids.

IV. EXHIBIT BOOTHS

We see the Exhibit Booths as the key education/outreach component, since they provide the
opportunity for one-on-one conversations between the experts and the public and give people
a chance to find out information, learn about and purchase products they can use to affect
positive change for the environment. Vendor Booths are also key outreach tools for
environmental organizations to promote ideas, get contact names, and sign up new members.
We will present an “environmental showcase,” highlighting alternative cars, solar energy,
energy efficiency, new technology, fuel cells, green building information and organic products.
We will also feature many non-profit organizations from the Sierra Club to NRDC to Heal the
Bay, allowing visitors to learn what they can do to help preserve California’s environment.

At Venice Beach we have ample room for more than 150 booths and information tables, areas
for large displays, and prime locations for sponsor showcases. The Sponsor Showcases are
located in the Windward Plaza area, where Windward Avenue intersects the Ocean Front
Walk. This is the most visited spot on the entire Boardwalk, and affords the major sponsors
maximum public exposure. Sponsor banners could be strung across Windward Ave, as well
as on the stage.

V.STAGE

The Solar Sound Stage will serve as the hub of the festival, featuring a variety of music, as well
as environmental speakers, with celebrity hosts and surprise guest performers. The stage will
be hosted by our producer, emcee and performer Stephen Longfellow Fiske.

VI. PUBLICITY

We will work with the press and broadcast media to maximize promotion. In addition, the

following publicity methods will be utilized:

1. Posters and promo-cards will be placed in stores and community centers throughout the
West side, the South Bay and Los Angeles.

2. Emails will be sent to thousands of addresses on various email lists, which will then be
forwarded to tens of thousands of members on email lists of participating organizations.

3. Notices will be placed in newsletters of participating organizations, such as the Angeles
Chapter of the Sierra Club, Heal the Bay, Global Green, Coalition for Clean Air, TreePeople,
NRDC, People for Parks, etc.

4. Event ads will appear in anticipated media partners including The Argonaut, The
Beachhead, the Daily Breeze, and others.

5. Announcements will be made in the City of Los Angeles community publications, and
website.

6. Detailed information will be available on the event website.



VII. PRINTED PROGRAM

We will publish and widely distribute an attractive program booklet which will honor the
sponsors and participants, provide a booth directory with contact information for all the
sponsors and exhibitors, and present the stage program of speakers and entertainment.

VIII. STAFF

The core staff includes:

John Quigley
Stephen L. Fiske
Jim Stewart
Kacy Palmieri
Bill McCarthy

Jessica Viola

Executive Director, leading Los Angeles Environmentalist, organized
Earth Day events since 1990.

Co-producer, Venice Community Organizer, Entertainment Coordinator,
award-winning musician.

Organizing Director, Earth Day Los Angeles, organized Earth Day events
since 1993.

Exhibits & Sponsorship Coordinator, organized Earth Day events since
2003.

Exhibits & Sponsorship Coordinator, Stage Manager organized many
community events since 1998.

Associate Producer, multi-tasker extraordinaire.



